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Borden Mines Survey District
Borden Mines
Private late 1840's

Borden Mines Survey District is located less thenone mile north
of Frostburg. Three types of buildings are found in Borden Mines:
saltbox houses, duplex '"block'" houses and late 19th-early 20th century
vernacular-styled dwellings.

Borden Mines is a mid-19th century company town located in the
northern end of the Georges Creek coal region of western Maryland. The
town was constructed by the Borden Mining Company during the late 1840's.
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Bordon Mines Survey District is located less than one mile north
of Frostburg. The town lies below a railroad embankment on a hillside
sloping towards Jennings Run. Most buildings within the district are
located on Borden Mines Road.

Three types of buildings are found in Borden Mine: Saltbox houses,
duplex '"block" houses and late 19th-early 20th century vernacular-styled
dwellings.

The typical saltbox house is a 1) story frame building with a stone
foundation and a gable roof extended on the rear facade by a shed-roofed
addition. The duplex '"block" house is a 2% story frame building with a
stone foundation and a gabled roof with a central chimmey. Vernacular-
styled buildings in Borden Mines are typical 2 story frame structures with
gabled roofs based on the ell plan. One building in Borden Mines is
a 2 story structure covered with thick horizontal planks.

The ruins of the early 20th century George Tharp Mine are located at

the northern end of Borden Mines Road. Most buildings within the district
were damaged by a tornado in 1969.
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Borden Mines is a mid-19th century company town located in the northern
end of the Georges Creek coal region of western Maryland. The town was
constructed by the Borden Mining Company.during the late 1890's. The
company had deferred active mining operations pending the 1850 completion
of the C&0 Canal, a major outlet for Georges Creek coal. Prior to the
opening of the canal the company's activities were directed towards the
preparation of the Borden Mine on Big Savage Mountain and the construction
of "...miners homes, tram roads, etc.".1

The Borden Mines Survey District includes most of the town. Associated

historic sites not within the district include MHT-AL-V-A-011, AL-V-
A-253, and AL-V-A-256.
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Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland, Vol. II, Philadelphia:

Louis H. Everts, 1882, p. 1444 and interview with Mr. R
. . . Ronald Hows
Borden Mines, 12/4/80. oreares
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Borden Mines Historic Dist.
Allegany Co., MD

David A. Dorsey 12/80
Looking East
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Company Hs. Allegany Co., MD
David A. Dorsey 1/81

SW elev.
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Borden Mines Survey District
Allegany Co., MD

Dayid A. Dorsey 10/81
Looking N.E, (photo # 1)
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Allegany County, MD
Dave Dorsey 10/81

looking southwest
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Allegany Co., MD

David A. Dorsey 10/81
Looking NE (photo # 5)



